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SUNDAY-SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS. 


SUPERINTENDENTS who resort to period- 
ical examinations in their schools report 
very favorably in regard to their results, 
and in regard to the good influence these 
examinations have in securing better atten- 
tion to the weekly lesson. 

Rey. A. G. Jennings, of South Hingham, 
Mass., at the close of his Sunday-school 
season, during which the scholars had been 
studying the ‘‘ Life of Christ,” conducted 
an examination, of which he writes as fol- 
lows : — 

‘© A list of questions was given to each 
teacher. The scholars in the older classes 
were then furnished with pencil and paper. 
The questions were then asked, the schol- 
ars writing the answers. ‘The papers were 
then examined by the teacher, and the 
result was given in a report to each scholar, 
together with a record of their attendance, 
deportment, &c. This report was signed 
by the teacher. 

‘¢ The result of this examination was very 
satisfactory, showing that the scholars had 
all made real progress in the work which 
they had undertaken. Having been in- 
formed that an examination would occur 
at the close of the school, they seemed to 
take a great interest in their lessons. Some 
quite young scholars read the New Testa- 
ment nearly through in order to prepare 
themselves for the examination. 

‘* All have seemed to study the Sunday- 
school lesson with quite as much zeal and 
energy as they do their regular lesson at 
the day-school. The examination has a 
tendency to make the work more real; and 
it is my candid opinion that it has added 


more life to the school than any thing else 
that we have introduced.” 

The following were 
asked : — 


1. Where did Joseph and Mary go with 
the young child Jesus to escape the wrath 
of Herod? 

2. How many disciples did Jesus choose ? 

3. What and where was the first miracle 
that Jesus performed ? 

4, Where is Samaria? 

5. Why did the disciples wonder that 
Jesus talked with the woman of Sama- 
ria? 

6. By what service do we celebrate the 
Last Supper of Jesus with his disciples ? 

7. Into what garden did Jesus go after 
his last supper ? 

8. Who betrayed Jesus, and how did he 
betray him ? 

9. Before what authority was Jesus 
tried and condemned ? 

10. On what mountain did the transfig- 
uration occur? 

11. Who was with Jesus at the time of 
his transfiguration P 

12. To what place was Jesus led when 
he was crucified ? 

Rey. J. H. Wiggin, of Marlboro’, 
amined his school last month on the year’s 
work. In his school the ‘‘ Sunday-school 
Lessons” are used. The result was very 
satisfactory, — those scholars who had 
been in constant attendance answering 
nearly all of the questions correctly; in 
some instances, all of them. Each scholar 
had a printed list of questions, with room 
left on the sheet for the answers, which 
were written with a pencil. The ques- 
tions were as follows: — 


the questions 


ex- 
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1. To what nation did Jesus belong ? 

2. In what country did these events 
take place? 

3. Name the provinces into which that 
country was divided? 

4. By what authority were these proy- 
inces governed ? 

5. Did Jesus have a definite plan of 
ministry, or did he work at random ? 

6. In going to preach in a strange place, 
what method did he pursue? 

7. What was the social and worldly con- 
dition of the Twelve, as to business and 
wealth ? 

8. When Jesus called the Twelve to go 
with him, were they strangers to him, or 
were they already his friends ? 

9. After Jesus had chosen the Twelve, 
what did he preach to them ? 

10. In which of the three provinces did 
Jesus and the disciples live and preach ? 

11. In what Town was Jesus’ home ? 

12. In what particular place did Jesus 
and his disciples make their residence and 
headquarters during their first year’s min- 
istry P 

13. Why did they choose that city ? 

14. How many preaching circuits did 
they make in one year? 

15. Did Jesus go with them on either 
circuit ? 

16. Before their second circuit, what did 
Jesus do? 

17. How did the Twelve then go on their 
circuit ? 

18. There was afterward a political in- 
surrection against Herod, by the Galileans, 
many of whom wished to make Jesus king 
of that province. What were the two 
causes which led to this outbreak ? 

19. What did Jesus mean by saying that 
to have spiritual life people must ‘eat his 
flesh and drink his blood”? 

20. Was Jesus brave or timid? 

21. What did he most desire in himself 
and others P 

22. Was he ruLty understood, either 
by the people generally or by his disci- 
ples? 
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23. Did he sympathize with au the cus- 
toms and ideas of his nation ? 

24. Mention something wherein he dif- 
fered from the Jews. 

25. What, in the year’s lessons, has most 
impressed you ? 


LESSON XLIV. 
SALT IN THE MORAL WORLD. 


1. Connection. The Scripture of this 
lesson is, in part, the conclusion of the 
discourse of Jesus on ‘*‘ Causes of Offence,” 
or ‘‘ Falling,” and seems, in the thought 
expressed, to bear some relation to what 
Jesus had been saying. The words of 
Jesus, however, have given the commen- 
tators some trouble, either because they 
are taken too literally, or are taken out of 
their proper connection. ‘‘ For every one 
shall be salted with fire” seems to make 
avery good conclusion to that discourse, 
and evidently belongs with it. The clause, 
‘¢ every sacrifice shall be salted with salt,” 
is not found in the earliest manuscripts ; 
and, though in accordance with fact (see 
Lev. ii. 13), was not probably uttered by 
Jesus in this connection. The idea in the 
last verse seems to have been expressed on 
different occasions. 

2. Salt in the Physical World. Salt plays 
a very important part in the economy of 
nature. It is a mineral substance, very 
abundant, and widely diffused. The salt 
in the ocean would form a bed of millions 
of square miles in extent and a mile in 
thickness. Inexhaustible beds of salt are 
found in the earth, and it forms an ingre- 
dient in all soils. The vegetable and 
animal worlds demand salt. As an ele- 
ment in food, it aids digestion, and serves 
other important purposes in the animal 
economy. Used, however, too freely, it is 
deleterious, and where much of it is found 
in the soil the earth is barren. 

Salt seems always to have been regarded 
with great favor on account of its flavoring 
and antiseptic qualities. It is not strange 
that these peculiar virtues gained for it, in 
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the earlier ages of the world, an almost 
superstitious reverence. 

3. Salt as a Symbol. Salt, being an 
essential ingredient of most food, came to 
be spoken of metaphorically as food. To 
partake of one’s hospitality was to eat 
salt with him. Among the Arab races, to 
have shared one’s hospitality was to be 
admitted into one’s friendship. Conse- 
quently they who had eaten salt together 
were sacredly bound to each other. The 
preservative nature of salt, no doubt, con- 
tributed to its symbolic use in denoting 
hospitality and friendship. Some myste- 
rious influence, of even a sacred nature, 
seemed to be attributed it. The ‘‘ cove- 
nant of salt” was a sacred agreement 
never to be set aside. 

Preserving from corruption, salt became 
a symbol of purity. In the symbolic lan- 
guage of the Old Testament, it was by 
throwing in salt (2 Kings ii.) that Elisha 
purified the ‘‘spring of the waters” and 
“healed” them. 

4. “Salt in a Spiritual Sense.” This 
act recorded of Elisha suggests the spiritual 
idea. The natural stream was destructive 
of life, and the land through which it flowed 
was barren. Casting in the salt at its source 
was symbolic of imparting a healthful and 
life-quickening principle to its waters. No 
longer they flowed along barren plains; 
but their course was marked by a luxuriant 
vegetation. So it is with the stream of 
life. Having its source in self, and running 
in the direction of sensual desire, it ‘is cor- 
rupt and corrupting. But the presence of 
the divine influence in the heart purifies, 
and the stream flows on healthful and 
sweet, giving of the life it has received. 

Spiritual truth received is like salt, be- 
cause it gives a permanent flavor to life. 
Shakespeare speaks of the “salt of our youth.” 
But the flavor of youth does not last. 
Only the flavor of the divine is eternal. 

The Mosaic law required the sacrifice to 
be seasoned with salt. The spiritual idea 
is that all our acts of worship shall be sea- 
soned with sincerity of heart. 
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5. Fire in the Spiritual Sense. Jesus 
had been speaking of the fire that was kept 
burning to consume the putrefying matter 
in Gehenna, or the Valley of Hinnom. It 
was better that one member should perish, 
rather than that the whole body should 
become corrupt, and food for this fire. 
That was the literal meaning of his words. 
The idea running through the Old and New 
Testaments is that of fire as a destroyer of 
corruption, a refiner and purifier. From 
this it came to signify, also, whatever trials 
or afflictions were necessary to the purifi- 
cation of the moral nature. It symbolized 
the sharpest remedies for evil, the most se- 
vere tests of character. ‘‘ Shall be saved; 
yet so as by fire,” said the apostle. ‘‘ For 
our God is a consuming fire.” Fire, then, 
is that divine flame that consumes the evil 


in man’s nature. 


6. Salted with Fire. It is as if Jesus 
had said: It is not enough to receive the 
salt of truth; you must be purged from 
evil. You must be subjected to trials from 
within and without, under the divine influ- 
ence, till that influence utterly possesses 
you to the purification of your whole 
nature. 

7. Salt losing its Savor. To us such a 
thing as salt without savor is not known. 
The chemical compound we call salt cannot 
be without savor. But it is said that the 
salt used in Palestine, obtained from the 
shore of the Dead Sea, or from the hills 
in its neighborhood, was of such an impure 
nature that the savor could be lost; that 
is, that the saline portion might be dissolved, 
and a substance be left having the appear- 
ance of salt, but not its essential quality. 
This was the salt without savor; and, being 
injurious to vegetation, was good for noth- 
ing but to be thrown into the paths to be 
trodden under foot. We may regard those 
forms of worship, which were established 
to help men in the spiritual life, as salt 
without savor, when they are clung to as 
mere forms, and the spirit which should fill 
them is lost. The whole complicated sys- 
tem of Jewish worship was as salt without 
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savor to the Jewish nation. The teachings 
and refinings of the Rabbis were as salt 
without savor. In general all our creeds 
and beliefs are as salt without savor, unless 
they operate to purify our hearts, and give 
to our lives a savor of righteousness. Per- 
haps we may say that, spiritually, it is not 
the application of salt, but its absorption 
and appropriation, that saves. 

8. Salé in Yourselves. Among the Jews 
there was great reliance upon external 
forms and circumstances; upon external 
authority. Doubtless something very much 
like it can be found in the world now. 
Jesus taught that the saving influence was 
to come from within. It was truth in 
the soul as a living power that purified, 
elevated, and blessed. So Jesus here, as 
on all occasions, turned the attention of 
his disciples within to the springs of life. 
It was there that the salt must be cast in 
which was to make the out-flowing streams 
pure and wholesome. © 

9. Peace One with Another. The con- 
tentions which arose between the disciples 
showed a need of this gentle admonition 
of Jesus. It was the selfish, worldly prin- 
ciple that had occasioned all their difficulties. 
Let this be arrested in its workings, cast 
out by the coming in of a divine principle, 
there would be in their souls not only 
peace with each other, but that happy 
acquiescence in the ordinations of God’s 
Providence which we call peace with 
God. 

10. The Salt of the Harth. As the dis- 
ciples came to have salt in themselves, it 
is not difficult to see in what sense they 
would be regarded as salt in reference to 
the mass of humanity. They were as salt, 
not only as teachers of the truth, but in the 
influence of their lives upon men. They 
represented the saving, purifying, health- 
giving principle, which was to work in the 
souls of men, to the end that the world 
might be saved. But, alas for them, should 
the salt lose its savor! Favored as they 
were, should they lose the divine savor, 
they would be cast out as worthless. 
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LESSON XLV. 
JESUS GOES UP TO JERUSALEM. 


1. Difficulties. There are many difficul- 
ties in the way of harmonizing the Gospels, 
and presenting the story of the life of Jesus 
in its natural sequence; and the greatest 
difficulty of all seems to appear at the point 
we have now reached. Shortly after the 
events already noticed, the synoptics speak 
of Jesus as leaving Galilee for the last time, 
going up to Jerusalem to meet his fate at 
the hands of the Jews. Matthew says 
(xix. 1): ‘* And it came to pass, that, when 
Jesus had finished these sayings, he de- 
parted from Galilee, and came into the 
coasts of Judea, beyond Jordan.” There 
is no intimation that he ever returned into 
Galilee. Mark says nearly the same thing 
(x. 1): ‘* And he arose from thence, and 
cometh into the coasts of Judea, by the 
farther side of Jordan.” Neither does 
he intimate any return. The going into 
Judea, in each case, was after the dis- 
course that has given the subjects of the 
last few lessons. Luke says: ‘‘ And it 
came to pass, when the time was come that 
he should be received up, he steadfastly 
set his face to go to Jerusalem.” This, 
too, is asserted just after the lesson of 
humility he gave the disciples from the 
little child. To this going up to Jeru- 
salem, according to Luke, Jesus gave great 
publicity, sending messengers before him. 
John records that Jesus went up privately 
to the Feast of Tabernacles, and gives no 
intimation of any subsequent return to Gal- 
ilee. Is it possible that John and the three 
other evangelists refer to the same journey 
to Judea? If we say ‘‘ yes,” it seems 
impossible to reconcile Luke’s account with 
that of John; if we say ‘‘no,” we must 
find a place for this going up to the Feast 
of Tabernacles between the events already 
noticed and the final departure of Jesus 
from Galilee. This latter course is not 
unattended with difficulties, but it seems 
the most reasonable one to follow. 
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2. Jesusat Capernaum. We shall assume, 
then, that Jesus remained at Capernaum, 
and, shortly after the events above alluded 
to, preparations began to be made for 
attending the Feast of Tabernacles. All 
the neighborhood was astir. Parties were 
arranged for the journey, and supplies 
were provided. ‘The feast was the one 
topic of interest among all the Jewish 
inhabitants of the province. But Jesus 
took no interest in all these movements. 
He seemed to have withdrawn himself from 
public teaching, devoting himself to the 
companionship and instruction of his dis- 
ciples. : 

3. The Brothers of Jesus. Whether Je- 
sus had brothers or not, was discussed 
in the March ‘‘ Guide,” Lesson XXY. 
Whether brothers or kinsmen are here to 
be understood is immaterial. They saw 
that Jesus was paying no attention to the 
feast, and was evidently not going up to 
Jerusalem. They remonstrated with him. 
He did not seem to be taking the course 
consistent with his own purpose. ‘Their 
unbelief in him did not amount to positive 
disbelief, but was a state of doubt in regard 
to him. If he was what he declared him- 
self, he should go up to Jerusalem, show 
himself to the nation, declare himself in the 
presence of the authorities, and abide the 
issue. It was absurd, thought these worldly 
wise brothers, to be working in secret, and 
seeking to be known openly. It is not 
likely that they had any desire to lead him 
into danger; but it may be they thought 
his going up to Jerusalem would show him 
the absurdity of his pretensions. All they 
said may have been well meant. But not 
understanding Jesus or his purposes, their 
advice was neither wise nor timely; nor 
was it given in a sympathizing, deferential 
manner. 

4, The Reply of Jesus. This was decided 
in tone. Jesus had fully determined to go 
to Jerusalem and face the opposition that 
would rise against him there. It was his 
mission to declare himself at Jerusalem, 


and die at Jerusalem. That was in his 
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But before that certain 
There must be 
more sowing of seed. The disciples must 
be prepared to carry on the work which he 
had commenced. The going to Jerusalem 
in the way his brothers demanded was not 
the next thing to be done. The time had 
not come. Without revealing his plans 
to his brothers, he simply stated this fact. 
But as they had no purpose, other than 
that of going with the current, their time 
was always ready. They could go up to 
this feast, and to all feasts. Being of the 
world, the world could not hate them; but 
as he was in opposition to the world, be- 
cause he must testify of its evil, therefore 
the world hated him. The time had not 
yet fully come when he must put himself in 
a position to experience the full force of 
that hatred. As yet he should not go up 
to Jerusalem as his brothers desired. They 
might go up to the feast, but he should 
not. 

5. Jesus goes to Jerusalem privately. That 
the brothers of Jesus received the impression 
that he was not going to the feast is quite 


consciousness. 
things must be done. 


certain. Much has been written to show 
that Jesus did not say that he should not 
go to the feast, but that he should not go 
yet. But late translators generally omit 
the ‘‘ yet.” Did he then practise deception 
upon his brothers, or did he afterwards 
change his mind? : The Christian world, 
on account of peculiar notions in regard to 
the nature of Christ, has been unwilling to 
admit that he could change his mind. Still 
he might have done'so. No doubt, circum- 
stances compelled him frequently to vary 
his movements, and modify his plans in 
regard to the accomplishment of his great 
purpose. But, whatever the words of this 
reported conversation may mean, the evan- 
gelist had no idea that he was representing 
Jesus as practising any deception; and we 
may be sure that none was practised. If 
he had determined to go privately to the 


feast, he simply concealed his purpose from 
his brothers, as it was necessary for him to 
do in order that he might go privately. 
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At the regular time of going to the feast, 
the roads leading to Jerusalem must have 
been thronged with travellers from the 
Galilean and Judean towns and villages. 
All the way along, Jesus would have been 
subjected to the gaze of the curious and to 
their importunities. His coming would have 
been heralded at Jerusalem, and his ene- 
mies would have laid their plans to take 
him into custody. It is probable that the 
Sanhedrim had already resolved that he 
should be put to death because of his 
alleged violation of the Jewish law. Jesus 
therefore decided to wait till the crowds 
had reached Jerusalem, and then go up by 
himself, or in company with one or two of 
his disciples. It may be that some or all 
of the disciples went at the usual time. 
There is, however, no intimation of their 
presence at the feast. 

6. Curiosity in regard to him at Jeru- 
salem. The fame of Jesus had extended 
throughout Jewry. ‘There was an eager 
curiosity in regard to him at Jerusalem. 
Of course, he was expected at the feast; 
and the inquiry on all sides was, Where is 
that man? No one could give intelligence 
of him, saving that some parties from Ca- 
pernaum could say they left him behind, 
apparently with no intention of coming to 
the feast. Discussions arose in regard to 
him. Some stood up for him, contending 
that he was a good man, and did wonderful 
works. But these spoke in a low tone, for 
fear of the Jewish authorities. 

7. TheJews; the People. It will be noted 
that in John’s Gospel the ‘‘ Jews” are 
spoken of in distinction from the ‘‘ people,” 
or the multitude. In the national sense, 
the people were Jews; but John generally 
means, by ‘‘ the Jews,” the leading classes, 
the Pharisees, the priests, those in authority. 
They represented the power and influence 
of the nation. The common classes — the 
peasants, mechanics, fishermen, laborers — 
were the ‘‘ people,” or the ‘‘ multitude.” 


Wispom speaks little, but that little well. 
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LESSON XLVI. 
THE TEACHING OF JESUS FROM GOD. 


1. Appearance of Jesus in the Temple. 
On the third or fourth day of the feast, + 
Jesus, having arrived at Jerusalem, went 
quietly to the Temple. He may have passed 
unrecognized to the Court of Israel, and 
been present at the morning sacrifice, and 
at the great ceremony of the day, — ‘‘ the 
pouring out of water from the Siloam 
Spring.” We know nothing till we hear 
that he commenced teaching in the Temple, 
— probably in the Court of the Women, or 
in the synagogue within it. His lesson, 
no doubt, was drawn from the temple-cere- 
monies; but there is no indication what 
that lesson was. As soon as he stood up 
and opened his mouth, the word went round, 
It is he! Hehas come! The crowd gath- 
ered around him, some in gladness, some 
from curiosity, some in hate to watch for 
cause of accusation. He closed his re- 
marks. All were impressed, awe-struck. 
He had spoken with great power. Not 
even they who attended upon the teachings 
of the most learned Rabbis could deny that. 
But the Pharisees could endeavor to dis- 
credit his teaching. Whence has this man 
all this knowledge of the law? He never 
sat at the feet of a Rabbi! His name is not 
recorded on the roll of any school! How- 
ever easily and solemnly he may talk what 
he says has no sort of authority! He is 
simply a deceiver of the people. 

2. The Doctrine from God. To this cav- 
illing of the leading Jews we have the reply 
of Jesus. He admitted that he was no 
Rabbi teaching from his own wisdom for 
his own glory, or the follower of any Rabbi 
seeking to advance the interests of any 
particular school. That which He who had 
sent him into the world had revealed to 
him, that he taught. He claimed nothing 
for himself, only that he spoke the word 
that God had given him. 

3. The Test. Whether he spoke truly or 
not could easily be ascertained. Not, how- 
ever, by comparing his teachings with those 
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of Himmel or Shammai, or even Moses, but 
by doing the will of God. Let them start 
with willing to do the will of God, and as 
that will revealed itself to do it, and they 
would know whether he was teaching from 
God or of himself. In himself he knew the 
voice of the Spirit, and he knew that all 
who came into the right spiritual condition 
would hear the same voice. ° 

4. Having never learned. It was not un- 
common for men to teach in the synagogues, 
and in the Temple, who were not learned 
in the law in the sense that the scribes were, 
who were trained for their office. But such 
men were not authorized to inculcate new 
ideas. They might declare the received 
principles of the law, and the expositions 
of scribes. The objection to Jesus was 
that, though not, a Rabbi in the technical 
sense, he yet taught as a Rabbi, and taught 
with an authority beyond that to which the 
Jews were accustomed. His word was with 
power, for it came forth from a living soul, 
and went to the hearts of his hearers with 
the force of assured truth. It was at this 
power with which he taught that they mar- 
velled. d 

The intimation was that this man did not 
know about these things he was teaching, 
having never learned. His word was of no 
authority; and he even was without right 
to teach in the style that he had adopt- 
ed. 

The scribes were the learned class among 
the Jews. When a young man was to be 
educated for a scribe, he went to Jeru- 
salem, and applied to the school of some 
Rabbi for admittance. He was examined, 
and, if found prepared, was admitted. In 
this school, the Rabbi occupied a high chair, 
with the pupils seated on the floor in front of 
him, the youngest in front, — the scholars 
thus literally sitting at the feet of their 
teacher. The teaching was mostly catechet- 
ical. The important portions of the law had 
been committed to memory, and the work 
was to understand its principles and appli- 
cations, and to learn the traditions that 
formed the wisdom of the scribes. All 


/ 


167 


departments of knowledge also were con- 
sidered. 

In due time, — it is supposed at the age 
of thirty, — the pupil was inducted into the 
office of scribe, and became a member of 
the order. ‘‘I admit thee, and thou art 
admitted to the chair of the seribe,” was 
the formula pronounced by the presiding 
Rabbi, who gave to the candidate, as sym- 
bols, tablets upon which to write the say- 
ings of the wise, and a key with which he 
was to open the stores of knowledge. The 
scribe, according to his ambition or ability, 
might be content to fulfil the humbler duties 
of his office, or might himself become a 
recognized teacher, and be called Rabbi. 
This training and induction into office Jesus 
had never received. Not by the laying on 
of Rabbinical hands was he ordained a 
preacher of God. What right had he, 
then, to teach ? 


LESSON XLVII. 
THE GREAT DAY OF THE FEAST. 


1. Other Feast Days. Two or three days 
intervened between the arrival of Jesus 
and the last day of the feast. Did he go 
to the Temple on these days? Most likely 
he did. As he taught from day to day, he ~ 
added to the number of his friends, and 
increased the hate of his foes. His nights 
were probably spent in some retreat out- 
side of the city. All Jerusalem, and all 
the strangers gathered at the feast, were 
then living in booths made of the green 
branches of trees. These booths were 
erected in the streets of the city, in the 
courts of the houses, against the city walls, 
and in the valleys and on the hills beyond. 
It was a gala occasion, and everywhere 
were groups of merry friends. But, the 
day over, Jesus passed beyond all these, 
and spent his night apart from all in rest 
or meditation. The. circumstances forbid 
our imagining him as joining in the general 
joy. There was plotting against his life. 
His enemies were alert. In the Temple 
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with the crowd, his friends among the 
people as yet could protect him. Away 
from the Temple, he found his safety in 
privacy. 

2. The Last Day. There is some differ- 
ence of opinion whether this was the sev- 
enth or eighth day. The probability is 
that it was the seventh, and that the eighth 
was spent asa Sabbath. Besides the cere- 
monies common to each day of the feast, 
there were some ceremonies peculiar to 
this day. Some attempt to a description 
of the exercises of this day will be inter- 
esting to the scholars, and prepare the 
way for an understanding of the words of 
Jesus. 

The people gathered at the Temple very 
early. Many had remained there through 
the night, joining in the festivities in the 
Court of the Women, where the four great 
lights had been kept burning. Each one 
had his Julab, consisting of a small branch 
of palm, of myrtle, and of willow, tied to- 
gether ; and carried also a citron. As soon 
as it was light, a priest took a golden 
pitcher, and, accompanied by a procession 
and musicians, went from tbe Temple 
through the south gate down to the Pool 
of Siloam, and filled the pitcher. The 
procession then moved back to the Temple. 
The entrance into the Court of Israel, 
on the south, was through the Water- 
Gate. As soon as the priest appeared at 
this gate, bearing the pitcher of water, 
the trumpets of the Temple sounded. En- 
tering, he ascended the altar with another 
priest, who bore a_ pitcher of wine. To- 
gether they poured out the water and the 
wine into silver basins. This ceremony 
was conducted amid great rejoicing. The 
morning sacrifice and the additional special 
sacrifice for the occasion were then offered. 
The latter consisted of seven bullocks, two 
rams, one goat, and fourteen lambs. Dur- 
ing the offering of the sacrifice, the Levites 
chanted the great Hallel, Psalms exiti.— 
At verses 1, 25, 29 of the last, 
all the people shook their dulabs, which 
they held in their right hands. 


eXvill. 


THE TEACHER’S GUIDE. 


The sacrifice over, the priests formed in 
procession and marched seven times around 
the altar, saying, ‘‘ Hosanna, O Jehovah; 
give us help, O Jehovah; give prosperi- 
ty!” Willows had been so arranged around 
the altar as to form a canopy above it. 
The people now shook these willows, cov- 
ering the ground and the altar with their 
leaves. Palm-branches were also brought 
by the people, and beaten to pieces about 
the altar. The children present threw 
away their palms, and ate their citrons; 
and the morning festivities came to an end 
amid general joy. 

3. Jesus during the Last Day. Did 
Jesus stand in the Court of Israel during 
these ceremonies, with the Julab in his 
right hand and the citron in his left? Did 
he join in all the festivities of the occasion ? 
If present, he no doubt conformed to the 
rules and regulations of the Levitical Law, 
as was his usual custom. He may not, 
however, have entered the Temple till these 
ceremonies were over; or he may have 
remained in the court below, or in the 
outer court in conversation with such as 
were attracted to him. We can hardly 
imagine him as interfering with, or inter- 
rupting the temple-services. He may have 
been discoursing to the people in the syna- 
gogue, or in the women’s court, when the 
blast of the trumpets announced the arrival 
of the priest at the Water-Gate, and have 
turned the attention of the people to that 
which the pouring out of the water symbol- 
ized. But it seems more natural to con- 
ceive of him as standing in that court as 
the men came down from above after the 
ceremonies, and lifting up his voice to gain 
their attention, saying in clear tone, in 
allusion to the water-ceremony, ‘If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink. He that believeth on me, from with- 
in him shall flow rivers of living water.” 
The water poured out may have had refer- 
ence to the drawing of water from the 
rock by Moses; or to the latter rain which 
was then expected, and whose blessing 
was sought, or may have symbolized the 
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drawing of water from the wells of salva- 
on,” any one of which was suggestive of 
1e thought he expressed. The water came 
‘om without, it had to be drawn; but the 
niritual water was a fountain within, over- 
owing in streams of blessing. 

4, Belief on Jesus. The human soul 
ursts for a knowledge of God, for a con- 
iousness of the Divine Providence; for 
1e truth that concerns present and future 
ell-being. That thirst Jesus can quench, 
ot simply for a time, but for ever. How? 
nly through the reception of the truth 
iat he taught. Belief in him was belief 
1 his teachings, in his assurances, in his 
ower to aid. He spoke out of the deep- 
st spiritual experience that man can know. 
‘rust in him would lead into the same ex- 
erience, which was a perfect consciousness 
f the Divine Presence, and a constant 
njoyment of. spiritual satisfactions. Belief 
1 Jesus is not in the receiving of any ideas 
1 regard to him, but coming into that 
elation to him, which makes one teachable. 
‘he lesson is not different from that at 
acob’s Well, except in the circumstances 
iat suggested it. The well brought to 
ind the springing up unto everlasting life ; 
1e pouring out of the water, the continual 
ow of the water of life from its unfailing 
yuntain. 

5. The Explanation of the Evangelist. 
; is the Spirit of God operating within, 
at is the source of spiritual life. But 
ot yet had this become fully manifested, 
yen to the most faithful of the disciples. 
vents were to bring that spiritual enlight- 
iment, which would enable them to under- 
and the true glory of Jesus, and the living 
ywer of the Spirit. 

6. The Division among the People. The 
scourse of Jesus was not without effect. 
he fervor and assurance with which he 
yoke revived in some of the people the old 
ea of a prophet. Surely he was a prophet 
ith a divine message. Others, even more 
ypressed, began to feel that he was the 
There was a decided movement 
But the Judeans, whatever 


hrist. 
his favor. 
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the force and truth of his teaching, could 
not recognize him as the Christ, or even as 
a prophet, because he was a Galilean. The 
question, Doth the Christ, then, come from 
Galilee? was enough to set the current 
against him among the Jews of Jerusalem. 
So two parties were at once formed. ‘The 
party in favor of Jesus was, no doubt, made 
up largely of Galileans. There must have 
been considerable discussion in all parts of 
the Temple by different groups of men, in 
regard to Jesus; and, no doubt, he was 
the great subject of conversation among all 
classes in the city. 


LESSON XLVIITI. 


THE ATTEMPT TO ARREST JESUS. 


1. The Sanhedrim. This body was the 
supreme court of the Jews. There is a 
little uncertainty in regard to the number 
of members. It was presided over by a 
president and vice-president. | Whether 
these two officers were included in the 
seventy members of which it was said to 
consist, or were in addition to them, is the 
question of difficulty in regard to numbers. 
There are good reasons for thinking that 
the president was added to the number, 
just as Moses was added to the number of 
elders. The general opinion, therefore, is 
that the number was seventy-one. 

Of these, twenty-four were elected from 
the priests; twenty-four from the elders; 
and twenty-three from the scribes or law- 
yers. In the New Testament the Sanhe- 
drim is often spoken of as the chief priests, 
elders, and scribes. John, however, in his 
Gospel, seems to speak of this body as the 
Pharisees, its members belonging mostly 
to that class. 

The Sanhedrim held its sessions in the 
Hall of Squares, so called because its floor 
was made of square stones. It was in the 
centre of the south side of the Temple 
Court, and was connected with the Court 
of the Israelites, and with the Court of the 
Priests. Twenty-three members were re- 
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quired to be present to make the transaction 
of business legal. 

The Sanhedrim was a learned body, and 
generally exercised its important functions 
with a due regard to the honor of the 
nation, and the rights of individuals. Such 
a body would naturally be conservative. 

2. Reasons for seeking the Arrest of Jesus. 
According to the Jewish interpretation, 
Jesus had violated the Jaw in respect to 
the Sabbath. He stood in direct and un- 
compromising opposition to the Pharisees, 
who were the ruling class; and, what was 
worse in their eyes, he was gaining an influ- 
ence over the people. It is not necessary 
to suppose that all the Pharisees were filled 
with a malignant spirit towards Jesus. 
Some, no doubt, were determined to bring 
about his condemnation, and would be un- 
scrupulous in regard to measures; but the 
more considerate and wiser would proceed 
only in accordance with the forms of law. 
To the Pharisees, the course taken by 
Jesus was subversive of the law, was revo- 
lutionary. But they judged him without 
investigation, and allowed themselves to 
be governed by their prejudices and class- 
interests rather than by their reason and 
conscience. It is evident that there was 
a party among the Pharisees who had de- 
termined that Jesus should be put to death 
as a despiser of the law and a disturber’ of 
the peace of the nation. The bringing in 
of Jesus before the Sanhedrim would be 
the first step towards the accomplishment 
of this purpose. The order for his arrest 
was therefore obtained, and the officers on 
duty at the Temple were ordered to make 
the arrest. It must be remembered that 
all the members of the Sanhedrim were not 
in daily attendance, twenty-three only being 
necessary for a quorum. It may be pre- 
sumed that those most embittered against 
Jesus would not fail of attendance when 
measures were proposed against him, and 
that the steps taken were of their instiga- 
tion. 

3. The Officers. 
them was not an easy one. 


The task imposed upon 
Jesus had a 
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large party of friends among the common 
people. These were not disposed to 
allow any personal harm to come to him. 
An hour or two before, or, perhaps, the 
day before, a mob made a rush upon him 
to take him; but they were kept back, and 
no man laid hands upon him. Surrounded 
as he was by a crowd of earnest and sym- 
pathizing listeners, the officers saw that 
they could not arrest him without com- 
motion. The Roman citadel overlooked 
the Temple area, and any commotion 
would have brought the Roman guard 
down upon them, and perhaps have led to 
the desecration of the Temple. They de- 
cided to keep outside of the crowd, and 
watch their opportunity. . 

4. The Result. From time to time words 
spoken by Jesus reached the officers. Their 
curiosity was excited. They must get nearer. 
They listened with astonishment. Never 
before had any thing from human lips 
moved them so deeply; never before had 
they heard such tender, sympathizing tones, 
so charged with the truth for which their 
souls were hungering. Arrest him! The 
very thought died out of them. They could 
no more lift their hands against him than if 
their arms had been palsied. They moved 
off as the crowd dispersed, and returned to 
the Sanhedrim. 

5. The Scene. As the officers enter the 
Hall of the Sanhedrim bringing no pris- 
oner, disappointment is visible upon the 
faces of the members, excepting that two 
or three faces showed signs of a feeling of 
relief. The Nasi, or President, demanded, 
‘« Why have ye not brought him?” The 
officers humbly answer, ‘‘ Never man spake 
like this man!” 'The disappointment gave 
place to contemptuous surprise and rage. 
You fools! was implied by the tone and 
manner in which was asked, ‘Have any of 
the chief rulers believed on him?” At 
length all was summed ‘up in the spiteful 
expression that ‘‘the people who knoweth 
not the law are cursed!” 

6. Nicodemus. ‘There was one member 
of the Sanhedrim who had personally talked 
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vith Jesus, and who was not in sympathy 
vith the prevailing spirit. He preserved 
is calmness, and ventured to attempt to 
ecall his colleagues to a sense of their 
osition as judges. It was a plain rule of 
aw, never deviated from in that court, that 
very one was to be held innocent till proved 
ruilty. They had prejudged the case they 
vere to try, and condemned a man before 
hey knew what he had done. 

His argument availed nothing. They 
urned upon him, and sarcastically asked, 
* Art thow of Galilee?” Some one threw 
put, ‘* Go, search the records! No prophet 
“omes out of Galilee!” As among the 
xalileans no good could come out of Naza- 
‘eth, among the Pharisees, and Judeans 
yenerally, no good could come out of Gal- 
lee. 

For the time, the Pharisees were baflled 
n their purposes, and the Sanhedrim ad- 
ourned. 


WISE WORDS ON TEACHING. 


“Tam laws which govern the growth and 
operations of the human mind are as defi- 
rite, and as general in their application, as 
hose which apply to the material universe ; 
and it is evident that a true system of edu- 
cation must be based upon a knowledge 
und application of those laws.” — Professor 
[lenry. ... ‘The primary principle of 
education is the determination of the pupil 
o self-activity,— the doing nothing for 
him which he is able to do for himself.” — 
Sir William Hamilton. ... ‘A teacher 
ought to know of every thing much more 
than the learner can be expected to ac- 
quire. The teacher must know things in a 
masterly way, curiously, nicely, and in 
their reasons. He must see the truth 
under all its aspects, with its antecedents 
und consequents, or he cannot present it in 
just that shape in which the young mind 
can apprehend it. He must, as he holds 
the diamond up to the sun, turn its facets 
round and round, till the pupil catches its 
lustre.” — Hdward Everett. . AON 
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teacher who is attempting to teach without 
inspiring the pupil with a desire to learn 
is hammering on cold iron.” — Horace 
Mann. ‘‘Tf in instructing a child 
you are vexed with it for want of adroit- 
ness, try, if you have never tried before, 
to write with your left hand, and then 
remember that a child is all left hand.” — 
Boyes. . . . ‘* The aim of education should 
be to teach us rather how to think than 
what to think ; rather to improve our minds, 
so as to enable us to think for ourselves, 
than to load the memory with the thoughts 
of other men.” — Beattie. 
Sunday-school Journal. 


THE GREATEST. 


I nop him great who, for Love’s sake, 
Can give with generous, earnest will; 

Yet he who takes for Love’s sweet sake, 
I think I hold more generous still. 


I bow before the noble mind 

That freely some great wrong forgives; 
Yet nobler is the one forgiven, 

Who bears that burden well and lives. 


It may be hard to gain, and still 
To keep a lowly, steadfast heart; 
Yet he who loses has to fill 
A harder and a truer part. 


Glorious it is to wear the crown 
Of a deserved and pure success; 
He who knows how to fail has won 
A crown whose lustre is not less. 


Great may he be who can command 
And rule with just and tender sway; 
Yet is diviner wisdom taught 
Better by him who can obey. 


Blessed are those who die for God, 
And earn the martyr’s crown of light; 
Yet he who lives for God may be 


A greater conqueror in his sight. 
Selected. 


“¢ Our lives would be always beautiful if 
we could carry the faith and sunshine of 
childhood in our hearts for ever.” 

Duff Porter. 
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ASPIRATIONS. 


UnpER the canopy of holy thought 
I turn to Thee, and in the silent awe 
Of Thy felt presence, reverently draw 
Nearer Thy light; while, marvellously brought 
Within a sphere diviner, I am taught 
New revelations and sublimer law 
Unearthly; and I see what prophets saw, 
When in their spiritual soul Thy glory wrought 
The work of inspiration; then, absorbed 
In Thine own self and all that’s pure, inorbed 
With an ineffable beatitude, 
Freed from all worldly taint, all element 
Unworthy, I become a light-beam blent 
In the vast fountain, source of joy and good. 
Bowring. 


THE IMAGE OF CHRIST. 


Tuer is a legend of the early Church, 
that the Saviour left His image miraculous- 
ly impressed upon a napkin which he placed 
upon His countenance. ‘The napkin has 
been lost ; and men now attempt to portray 
that countenance from the heathen models 
of Jupiter and Apollo. But the image of 
Christ is not lost to the world. Clearer 
than in the precious napkin, clearer than in 
the colors of the marble of modern art, it 
appears in every virtuous deed, in every act 
of self-sacrifice, in all magnanimous toil, in 
every recognition of the brotherhood of 


mankind. Charles Sumner. 


LEARNING OF JESUS. 
Ou, to have knelt at Jesus’ feet, 
And to have learnt his heavenly lore! 
To have listened the gentle lessons He taught, 
On mountain, and sea, and shore; 
While the rich and the mighty knew Him not, 
To have meekly done His will: 
Hush! for the worldly reject Him yet, 
You can serve and love Him still. 
Time cannot silence His mighty words, 
And, though ages have fled away, 
His gentle accents of love divine 
Speak to your soul to-day. 
Adelaide Procter, 


“Tr is not much the world can give, 
With all its subtle art; 
And gold and gems are not the things 
To satisfy the heart.” 


THE TEACHERS GUIDE. 


DUTY OF FORGIVENESS. 


Ir there be anywhere a duty hard of per- 
formance, it is the duty of human forgive- 
If there be one which the ordinary 
nature of man spurns as humiliating, and 
almost as a wrong to his whole mind, it is 
that duty. Ground it in the very nature 
of God, in the holy living will which, ever 
close to us, ever able to crush, is ever 
receiving fresh injury, and yet, even in in- 


ness. 


flicting the supernatural anguish of divine 
judgment, is ever offering anew both the 
invitation and the power to repent, — and 
you open the spirit to a reality which can- 
not but awe, and may melt it, in the hour 


of trial. Martineau. 


WORK. 

Wuart are we set on earth for? Say, to toil, — 

Nor seek to leave thy tending of the vines, 

For all the heat o’ the day till it declines, 
And Death’s mild curfew shall from work assoil ? 
God did anoint thee with his odorous oil, 

To wrestle, not to reign; and he assigns 

All thy tears over, like pure crystallines, 
For younger fellow-workers of the soil 
To wear for amulets. So others shall 
Take patience, labor, to their heart and hands, 
From thy bands, and thy heart, and thy brave 

cheer, 
And God’s grace fructify through thee to all. 
The least flower with a brimming cup may stand, 
And share its dewdrop with another near. 
Mrs. Browning. 


‘* SEVEN years of silent inquiry are need- 
ful for a man to learn the truth, but four- 
teen in order to learn how to make it 


known to his fellow-men.” Plato. 
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LESSON XLIV.—SALT IN THE MORAL WORLD. 


[AuG. 2.] 


“ Salt of the earth, ye virtuous few, 
Who season human kind! 
Light of the world, whose cheering ray 
Illumes the human mind!” 


Mrs. BARBAULD. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


‘For every one shall be salted with fire. Salt j 
is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, 
wherewith will ye season it ? Have salt in your- 
selves, and have peace one with another.— MARK 
ix. 49, 50. ‘ 


Ye are the salt of the earth: but # the salt 
have lost his savor, wherewith shall it be salted ? 
It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be 
east out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 
— MArtT. v. 13. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— Divine truth, received into the soul, gives the right savor to 


life, and preserves from moral decay. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Why do you use salt with your food ? 

2. Is salt necessary to health ? 

[Yes; all men, and all the higher animals, re- 
quire salt. Plants, also, want some sult; and 
they find it in the soil. ] 

3. For what purpose should you think salt is 
used in the greatest quantities ? 

4. You cin think of three uses that. salt serves. 
It food; it contributes to our ; it pre- 
serves from . 

5. Can salt lose its saltness ? 

[The grains of salt or salt-crystals that we 
use diffuse their saltness as they dissolve and 
disappear. But the salt used in Palestine was 


impure. A substance would be left that looked 


FOR OLDER 


1. According to Mark, how did Jesus end his 
discourse about “ causes of falling”? ? 

2. What idea does the phrase ‘“ 
fire’? bring into your mind? 

8. In getting at what Jesus meant by the 
phrase, consider first what is expressed by ‘* fire.” 
What was the purpose of the Gehenna-fire? Read 
Malachi iii. 2, 3. What idea of “ fire ’’ in reference 
to the character is suggested? The fiery trial 
(1 Peter iv. 12) was it one of real flame? 

4. Consider, second, what was meant by 
“salted.” What is the process of salting? 
What is the object songht? What is ‘‘ salted,’ 


salted with 


in reference to the moral nature ? 
5. If you salt what is already corrupt, will it be 


like salt, but without saltness. This was the salt 
that had lost its savor. ] 

6. Jesus made the remarks about salt to lead 
his disciples to think of something else: what is 
it that makes the life right, keeps the soul in 
health, and preserves from evil influences ? 

7. What, then, was the salt that the disciples 
were to have in themselves ? 

8. Why were the disciples receiving the truth 
that Jesus taught, and living according to it, ‘‘ the 
salt of the earth’? ? 

9. Ought we all to try to have in ourselves the 
salt to which Jesus referred ? 

10. How would this lead us to “have peace 
one with another”? 
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restored to purity? In order to purge from evil 
as well as preserve from evil, what else is required ? 
How is this all expressed by the phrase “ salted 
with fire’? ? 

6. What did Jesus say of salt? Howis this 
to be explained in reference to real salt? How, 
in the metaphorical sense in which Jesus was 
speaking ? 

7. What charge did Jesus give his disciples? 

8. How could they have salt in themselves, 
and how can we have it in ourselves ? 

9. What reason was there for telling them to 
have peace one with another? 

10. In what respect were the disciples the ‘ salt 
of the earth”? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


Connection with what has preceded; salt in the economy of nature; salt as a metaphorical ex- 
pression of the higher principle of life ; purification by fire; fire as a metaphorical expression for 
sharp trials and afflictions; *‘ salted with fire’’; salt losing its savor; no restoration of the lost prin- 
ciple; thenceforth good for nothing; ‘‘ the salt of the earth.” : 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


LESSON XLV.— JESUS GOES UP TO JERUSALEM. 


[Aue. 9.] 
“We know not what 


the path may be, 


As yet by us untrod ; 
But we can trust our all to Thee, 
Our Father and our God.” 


W. J. IRONS. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Taber- 
nacles, was at hand. His brothers therefore said 
to him, Depart hence, and go into Judea, that thy 
disciples also may see thy works which thou art 
doing. For no one doeth any thing in secret, and 
yet himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou 
doest these things, manifest thyself to the world. 
For even his brothers did not believe in him. Jesus 
said to them, My time is not yet come; but your 
time is always ready. The world cannot hate you; 


but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that its 
works are evil. Go ye up to the feast; I go not 
up to this feast ; for my time is not yet fully come. 

Having said these things, he remained in Galilee. 
But when his brothers had gone up to the feast, 
then he also went up, not openly, but as it were 
in secret. The Jews therefore sought him at the 
feast, and said, Where is that man? And there 
was much debating among the multitude con- 
cerning him. — JOHN vii. 2-12, Noyes’s Translation. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. — The wise teacher chooses his own times and methods. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. When was the Feast of Tabernacles held? 

[About the first of October; it was the great 
harvest-festival of the Jews. | 

2. Why was it called Feast of Tabernacles ? 

8. Where did the people go to keep this feast. 

4. What did the brothers of Jesus say to him? 

5. Does it seem to you that they spoke to him 
in a kindly, brotherly way ? 


: FOR OLDER 


1. What lessons have we had from the teach- 
ings of Jesus at Capernaum, after his return from 
the north ? 

2. What was the occasion of his next leaving 
Capernaum ? 

3. Tell what you know about this feast, and 
the manner of going up to Jerusalem to attend it. 

4, What was the motive of the brothers of 
Jesus in urging him to attend this feast ? 


6. What did Jesus reply to them ? 

7. Why was it the time for them to go, but not 
for him ? 

8. Why do you suppose that he wished to go 
privately ? 

9. Were the Jews at Jerusalem expecting him, 
and did they search for him? 

10. Did the people talk a good deal about him ? 


SCHOLARS. 


5. What answer did he make them, and what 
did he mean by it? 

6. Do you think he had then formed the pur- 
pose of going up privately? , 

7. What would he probably have experienced 
on his way, and at Jerusalem, had he gone up at 
the usual time? 

8. What was the conversation in Jerusalem in 
regard to him? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES, 


Stay of Jesus at Capernaum; approach of the Feast of Tabernacles; advice of his brothers; 
their feeling towards him; his answer to them; his subsequent course; the reasons for it; the con- 


dition of things at Jerusalem. 


LESSON XLVI.— THE TEACHING OF JESUS FROM GOD. 


[Aue. 16.] 


“In holy words which cannot die, 


° 


In thoughts which angels leaned to know, 


Christ spake thy mercy, O Most High, 
Thy pity to each grievous woe.” 


SCRIPTURE 


Now about the midst of the feast, Jesus went 
up into the temple and taught. And the Jews 
marvelled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, 
having never learned ? 

Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is 
not mine, but his that sent me. If any man 


WHITTIER. 


READINGS. 


will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself, 
He that speaketh of himself. seeketh his own glory: 
but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the 
same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him. — 
JOHN vii. 14-18. 
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CENTRAL TRUTH.— The Holy Spirit of God witnesseth of him in the souls of men. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Did the disciples accompany Jesus ?- 

[Nothing is said of them.] ~~ 

2. Where did he make his first appearance ? 

3. Did the people gather daily at the temple? 

[Yes; your teacher will tell you about the tem- 
ple, and what was done here 

4. As Jesus began to teach, did the people 
crowd to hear him? 

5. Were all who came to hear friendly to him? 

6. Do we know what Jesus said to them? 


7. What is it to marvel? 

[To be greatly surprised; to wonder. ] 

8. What made the Jews marvel, and what 
question did they ask? 

9. Had Jesus attended the school of a Rabbi? 

10. How had he learned what he taught ? 

11. In teaching as he did, whose glory was he 
seeking ? 

12. How did he say we can know whether his 
teaching is true or not ? 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. How do you picture to yourself the arrival 
of Jesus at Jerusalem, and his appearance in the 
temple? 

2. In what part of the temple do you suppose 
he taught the people ? 

83. What does the surprise of the Jews indicate 
in regard to his manner of teaching ? 

4. What did they mean by their question ? 

[By “‘letters’’ were meant the sacred writings. 
These were studied in the Rabbinical schools. ] 


5. What was the answer of Jesus, and what do 
you understand by it? 

6. How could Jesus be sure that he taught the 
truth of God? 

7. How did he say that the truth of what he 
taught could be tested ? 

8. How is it that a man speaking from himself 
seeks his own glory ? 

9. Why is something more than study requi- 
site to an understanding of what Jesus taught? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The progress of the Feast; arrival of Jesus; he commences to teach; effect upon the Jews; their 
question; Rabbinical schools; spiritual knowledge through the desire to do the will of God; contrast 
between one who speaks from himself, and one in such a relation to God that God speaks through him. 


LESSON XLVII.—THE GREAT DAY OF THE FEAST. 


[AuG. 23.] < 


“ Great Source of being and of love! 
Thou well of life to worlds above! 
The countless joys we mortals know 
From thine exhaustless fountain flow.” 


SCRIPTURE 


On the last day, which is the great day, of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried aloud, saying, If any 
one thirst, let him come to me, and drink. 
He that believeth in me, from within him, as 
the Scripture hath said, will flow rivers of liv- 
ing water. But this he said of the Spirit, which 
those that believed in him were to receive; for the 
Spirit was not yet, because Jesus was not yet glori- 


DODDRIDGE. 


READINGS. 


fied. Some of the multitude therefore, when they 
heard these words, said, This is in truth the pro- 
phet. Others said, This is the Christ. Others said, 
Doth the Christ then come from Galilee? Hath 
not the Scripture said, that the Christ cometh from 
the seed of David, and from Bethlehem, the town 
where David was ? So there was a division. — JoHN 
vii. 37-43, Noyes’s Translation. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.—The Spirit that Jesus imparts not simply fills the soul, but 
makes it living, — overflowing with gracious influences like a fountain. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Which was the great day of the Feast? 


5. In which of the beatitudes did he use the 


2. What did Jesus say to the multitude in the | word “ thirst ” in the same way ? 


temple on that day ? 


6. What did he say of whoever should believe 


8. Was there any thing done which may have | in him? 


led Jesus thus to speak ? 


7. If you believe in Jesus, do you try to be 


[Yes; your teacher will tell you about the | like him? 


priest’s pouring out water from a golden ewer. | 
4. Did Jesus refer to bodily thirst, or to the 
desire of the soul for truth and holiness ? 


8. To be like him, must you have his spirit ? 
9. Is this spirit a living power in you? 
10. Will it ever fail to satisfy and bless? 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. Is it probable that Jesus taught daily in the 
temple, after his arrival ? 

2. What is your idea of the number that would 
gather at the temple on this last day? 

3. What ceremony did Jesus turn to spiritual 
account ? 

4. What do you recollect of the lesson given in 
July of last vear, on the “ Water of Life’? 

5. Read John iv. 5-14: Did Jesus teach the 


same truth in the temple, as he taught by the well 
to the woman of Samaria? 

6. What was the difference in the circumstances 
that Jed to a change of metaphor? 

7. What is the thirst to which Jesus referred ? 

8. How can belief in him be as a living stream 
for ever quenching that thirst ? 

9. How were the remarks of Jesus received by 
the various classes of Jews? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The last day of the Feast; the ceremony of pouring out the water; Jesus amid the general re- 
joicing; the ceremony over, he attracts the attention of the people; spiritual thirst; belief in Jesus; 
the rivers of living water; the explanation of the evangelist; the division among the people. 


< 


LESSON XLVIII.— THE ATTEMPT TO ARREST JESUS. 


[AuG. 30.] 


“© how safe, how happy he, 
Lord of hosts, who dwells with thee! 
Sheltered ’neath Almighty wings, 
Guarded by the King of kings.” 


HENRY F. LYTE. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


And the Pharisees and the chief priests sent offi- 
cers to take him. — JOHN vii. 32. 

Then came the officers to the chief priests and 
Pharisees; and they said unto them, Why have ye 
not brought him? ‘The officers answered, Never 
man spake like this man. Then answered them 
the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived? Have any 


of the rulers, or of the Pharisees believed on him ? 
But the people who knoweth not the law are cursed. 

Nicodemus saith unto them, Doth our law 
judge any man before it hear him, and know 
what he doeth? They answered and said unto 
him. Art thou also of Galilee? Search, and look; 
for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet. — 45-52. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— The officers sent to arrest Jesus were impressed with the wis- 
dom. and calm authority with which he taught; and their hands were stayed. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Why was it that the Jews who were in 
authority sent officers to take Jesus? 

2. When these officers came where Jesus was, 
why did they not arrest him ? 

{At first, they probably could not because the 
crowd around him was so great. ] 

3. After they had listened to what he was say- 
ing to the people, did they wish to arrest him ? 


4. What did the Pharisees sav when the officers 
came back, without having arrested Jesus ? 

5. What was the answer of the officers ? 

6. Did this seem to vex the Pharisees ? 

7. Who seemed to be friendly to Jesus ? 

8. What did he ask ? 

9. What reason did the Pharisees give why 
Jesus could not be a prophet? 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. By what authority were officers sent to ar- 
rest Jesus ? 

[Most likely they were sent by the Sanhedrim, 
or supreme council, which was the highest Jew- 
ish court. It consisted of seventy or seventy-one 
members, and held daily sessions in a hall within 
the temple-enclosure. } 

2. What difficulties did the officers encounter ? 

3. As they watched their opportunity, what 
change became wrought in them? 


4. What greeting did they receive, when they 
went back to the court? 

5. What explanation did they make? 

6. How was it received? 

7. What do vou think of the argument against 
Jesus, because he was not favored by the ruling 
classes ? 

8. What was the course of one member of the 
Sanhedrim ? 

9. How was he silenced, and what followed ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The Sanhedrim; causes of the attempt to arrest Jesus; the officers; Jesus teaching the multitude 
that pressed around him; effect upon the officers; their return; the disappointment and vexation of 
the Sanhedrim; Nicodemus; the argument with him; adjournment. ; 


